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Feature Story: Welcome Back 2014

By, Logan Nelson A50, Editor in Chief
The Yard is back in full effect! We are excited for all of the great events that will be coming this October.
Aside from the variety of programs held by the individual chapters of the divine nine, the National Pan Hellenic

Council is putting a new spin on things.

With our theme of the year being Greek Unity, we kicked off our first event in September. The “NPHC
Mixer” was held in the Nyumburu Cultural Center with all of the current divine nine chapters on the yard. The
attendees enjoyed a range of activities, food, and got a glimpse into the many things that the NPHC wants to
accomplish this year. We are excited to announce endless community service opportunities, a Fall NPHC Week,
and other events that will allow the UMD NPHC Chapter to connect with other NPHC chapters in the area.

The next major event will be Homecoming Week! Get ready for a week long of thrilling events for both
alumnae and current UMD students. You are no stranger to the traditional Step Showcase held every year. This
year, the showcase will be held on October 16 at 7pm. We have worked hard to bring you an amazing show
and we are sure that we will not disappoint. The show will take place in the Stamp Colony Ballroom. The fun
does not stop there, come celebrate with us at our annual NPHC Homecoming Tailgate, which will be held on the
Nyumburu patio, Saturday October 18 at Qam.

The NPHC has great things in store for the 2014-2015 school year. Look out for great opportunities to serve
and fellowship with the divine nine organizations on UMD’s campus. Help us promote Greek unity on the yard!
For more updates on our different events and initiatives for the year, follow us on twitter @therealnphc!

**Every Tuesday, Study Halls (KAW)

**Every Tuesday & Thursday,
Study Halls (A®A)

*6th- Silent Killer: ST1 Prevention
(AKA)

«7th-75 Shades of Beauty(AKA)

«7th-Getting The Job Series:
Resume Workshop (4:0)
*11th-Training For Excellence
«15th-“]t’s Complicated” (2P & KAW )
*16th-Homecoming Step Show
(NPHC)

*18th-NPHC Tailgate

«20™-Mental Health Awareness
(AKA)

*21st-Teach for America (2rpP)
«24th-TerpsKouture 4 Kure Fashion
Show (AKA)

«25t-AIDS Walk DC (430, AQA &
IrP)

«29th- Empowerment Workshop
(KAW)

Quote of the Month

“It's about being able
to provide a service
to people and being
able to live a
purpose larger than
myself, that’s really
what motivates me.”

Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc.

Joy Collins-Profet
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A Perfect 10

By Brianna Conyers, AKA
To know Ms. Aarrayn Jourdin Perez was to be a

witness to a true passion for helping others. An Upper
Marlboro native, this rising senior translated her work in
her church and local community into a life of involvement
here at the University of Maryland. Her contributions and
achievements are epic in scope. AJP served as NPHC
Delegate and President of Sister2Sister. She was an
honor student, a member of Tau Sigma Honor Society and
a member of the Echelon Fashion Society. She was also a
dedicated volunteer for Widow’s Pantry and a
cheerleading coach for young girls. Her love for service
ultimately led her to become a highly involved and
beloved member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Theta Nu Chapter, of which she
was initiated on November 10, 2013.

But Aarrayn’s love for the community was no one-sided affair; the community loved Aarrayn
back. One need only look to the multitude of family members, sorors and friends that hold
Aarrayn, and her memory, in such high esteem. Aarrayn may not be here in her physical form, but
her legacy of love and selflessness, will live on forever through the people that she touched with
her effervescent spirit. She had an infectious demeanor and a megawatt smile, of which she shared
generously with all that she came into contact with.

Her untimely passing on August 15, 2014, is a harsh reminder that this life is short. Let us
remember Aarrayn by embodying her diligence through a reenergized approach for serving
others, as she did so faithfully. In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, “The best way to find yourself is
to lose yourself in the service of others.” There is no question that Aarrayn found herself during her
time here, and we will forever be grateful that she did.

@umdnphc

@therealnphc

Training For
Excellence

By Sydney Sims, 450

Due to the hard work and dedication of NPHC
members during the 2013-2014 school year, the
council was awarded a $15,000 grant sponsored by
Moving Maryland Forward under the Office of
Diversity and Inclusion for a new mentoring program
entitled Training for Excellence (TFE). TFE will use the
acquired grant money to host 11" and 12™ grade
students on campus for monthly workshops. Each
session will target aspects of the college application
process, a minority college student’s experience, and
fun activities that create a lasting bond between
mentors and mentees. Currently the council is
partnering with Potomac High School and Frederick
Douglass High School, both of which are located in
Prince George’s County.

The first workshop held in September focused on
the application process, where a representative from
Kaplan was present. All participants received free
notebooks, pens, as well as lunch. Following the
workshop, students attended the football game vs.
West Virginia University. All members of NPHC
are invited to volunteer at each monthly workshop
as mentors.

Highlights of future programs include resume
writing, financial aid information, public speaking,

a campus tour, a community service project, Block
Show, and an end of year celebration. Since the
initial grant was a one-time award, the program
must search for new and recurring initiatives to
financially sustain the program. Be on the look out
for information on more fundraising opportunities!

Umdnphc.president@gmail.com



